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Dystopias, Real & Imagined

The movie "Minority Report" is a science fiction film that explores the concept of
pre-crime, where police are able to arrest criminals before they commit a crime based on
predictions from a group of precogs. The world in which "Minority Report" is set is a highly
advanced society where law enforcement has access to a vast array of sophisticated technologies
that allow them to predict crime before it happens. This is achieved through the use of "precogs,"
or individuals who have the ability to predict future events with incredible accuracy. The
government uses this technology to prevent crime, but the system is flawed, and innocent people
are imprisoned for crimes they have not yet committed. In terms of fitting our expectations of a
dystopia, "Minority Report" certainly delivers. The world depicted in the movie is one in which
individual freedom is sacrificed for the supposed greater good of society, and government
surveillance is all-encompassing. The movie raises important questions about the limits of
technology and the role of government in protecting its citizens. This raises several ethical and
philosophical questions about free will and the role of government in preventing crime. The
world in which the movie is set is a futuristic version of Washington D.C in 2054, where
technology has advanced significantly, and people can move around on automated vehicles and
use gesture-based computing. The general story follows the character of John Anderton (played
by Tom Cruise), who is a police officer assigned to the pre-crime unit. When Anderton is
implicated in a pre-crime prediction for murder, he goes on the run and tries to prove his
innocence while also uncovering a larger conspiracy behind the pre-crime program. The film
revolves around the failure of the pre-crime organization's technological advancements, which it
refers to as future justice. In order to combat the rising crime rate, everyone who appears in

predictions made by the pre-cogs should be punished. In a dystopian society, the concept of
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Pre-crime organizations are seen as a way to eliminate the need for detectives. This leads to
various legal issues that can put the justice system at risk. One of the issues that the film
addresses is the failure of the predicted murderers to actually commit the crimes.

The example in "Minority Report" fits our expectations of a dystopia very well, as it
portrays a world where individual privacy is compromised, and the government has an almost
omniscient level of control over its citizens. The murder cases that were predicted were often not
premeditated, which could have significant consequences in today's society. For instance, the
predicted killers should have been sent to a mental institution instead of being placed in a
rehabilitation center. Apart from the actual crimes that were predicted, this type of punishment is
cruel and inhumane. The predictions of the pre-organization were also contradicted by the actual
outcomes. This led to the corruption of the organization, as it tried to hide the contradicting
results. This resulted in innocent individuals being incarcerated. In the real world, there are
debates surrounding the use of predictive technology in law enforcement, and the potential
consequences it may have on individual rights and liberties. From facial recognition software to
social media monitoring, governments and corporations are gathering vast amounts of data on
individuals, raising concerns about privacy and civil liberties. The example of "Minority Report"
fits well with our expectations of a dystopia precisely because it feels like a warning about the
dangers of unchecked technological advancement.” For your audience, I would suggest
exploring the moral and ethical implications of pre-crime and predicting crime before it happens.
It's important to consider the balance between safety and privacy in a society, and whether we are

willing to sacrifice one for the other. It's also important to consider the potential biases that can
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be introduced into predictive technology, particularly in regards to race and socioeconomic

status. For example, if a certain demographic is overrepresented in crime data, the technology

may unfairly target and penalize individuals from that group. The setting utilized for the
pre-cogs' environment is also considered unjust. The concept of nothing to fear doesn't
necessarily apply to this film. Through the perspective of John Anderton, the film shows how he
struggles with being persecuted. He is also shown to be involved in the pre-crime group and its
various complications. Since he was the leader of the organization, he was not able to hide his
identity. However, after Agna revealed his prediction, he became more fearful, which led to his
capture.

The film The Minority Report is a dystopian depiction of a society where the justice
system is corrupt due to the technological changes that have occurred in the world. It also shows
how the pursuit of a world without crime could lead to the destruction of our liberties and
privacy. Additionally, there are concerns about the accuracy of predictive technology and false
accusations leading to wrongful arrests or convictions. These are complex issues that require

careful consideration and discussion.



